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Innovations in health and healthcare that promote, impact, and monitor health are creating a paradigm 
shift in our approach to healthy living.  In the United States, healthcare has entered a period of 
unprecedented change with the Affordable Care Act and the “triple aim,” the emphasis on care that is 
safer, more efficient, and more accessible.  Worldwide, the goal is clear:  a healthier future that revolves 
around reducing infectious and noncommunicable disease, increasing the safety of care, lowering the 
cost of health care delivery, expanding access, and introducing technologies that bring greater health 
and wellness to the populous.  
 

The common thread is INNOVATION, and the new UW Health Innovation Challenge (HIC) will build 
on the strengths of the University of Washington to provide a platform for interdisciplinary student 
teams to work on new solutions to existing problems, new approaches to helping people live 
healthier lives, new opportunities for care and treatment, new products/services to market. 
Challenges spark creativity, design thinking, novel solutions, and the potential for new 
companies. This challenge, much like the Buerk Center’s well-regarded Alaska Airlines 
Environmental Innovation Challenge, is designed for those students who are passionate about 
health innovation and are determined to make a difference. 

 
Why participate in the Health Innovation Challenge? 

 Launch with a new class, ENTRE 579/490 Health Innovation Practicum in fall quarter 2015, 
which will teach the mechanics of taking a promising healthcare solution from inception to 
commercialization.  Topics will revolve around the big problem areas, biodesign processes, and 
the health innovation pipeline, including issues related to intellectual property, company 
formation, healthcare markets and reimbursement, and the medical regulatory process.  
Instructors:  Sam Browd (UW Medicine, Children’s Hospital, serial entrepreneur), and Emer 
Dooley (Foster School of Business)  

 Provide small amounts of prototype/working model/care pathway funding to student teams. 
While poster sessions are great for conveying research ideas, designing and building a prototype 
or working model moves the concept closer to the real world. 

 Enlist health industry and product design experts as coaches and mentors to the student teams 
to provide technical expertise and advice. 

 Require that teams write a 5- to 7-page business summary that delineates the problem, 
solution, market potential, competition, and preliminary financials. 

 Culminate with the CHALLENGE on March 3, 2016, when students pitch their ideas, demo their 
prototypes/simulations, and respond to judge questions. 
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Health Innovation Practicum  
Autumn 2015 (ENTRE 579/490) 

Tuesdays, 3:30-5:20 p.m., Paccar Hall Room # 490 
Instructors: Emer Dooley emer@uw.edu & Sam Browd, Samuel.Browd@seattlechildrens.org 

 

Course description: The goal of this seminar is to help students innovate and create solutions to the 
toughest health challenges we face –on a domestic or global scale.  Students will form cross-disciplinary 
teams around project concepts chosen by the class and present the team’s solutions to classmates and a 
panel of expert judges who will score the presentations. Although not required, teams are invited and 
encouraged to go beyond the class to compete in the 2015 Health Innovation Challenge. 
 

2015-16 Dates and Deadlines 

FALL QUARTER 

Health Innovation Practicum | Tuesdays 3:30-5:30pm, Fall Quarter 
Gain knowledge of current healthcare systems local to global, and hear from successful innovators. 

Team Formation Nights | Wed, October 28, 5:30-7:00pm, & Wed, December 2, 5:30-7:00pm, Location TBD 
Meet students from diverse majors and form interdisciplinary teams. 

Panel of Past Competition Participants | Thu, November 19, 5:30-7:30pm, Location TBD 
Hear from participants from past Challenges and see how far they’ve come. 

Prototype Funding Application | Applications due Mon, December 14 
Funds are available for demonstration models or simulations that will help you showcase your idea. 
 

WINTER QUARTER 

Business Plan Practicum | Thursdays, 6:00-7:50pm, Winter Quarter 
Speakers and resources that will help you understand how to build a business plan. Great preparation for the HIC! 

Workshop | Thu, January 28 4:30-5:30pm 
“Take Your Innovation to the Next Step,” Connie Bourassa-Shaw, Director, Buerk Center.  

Mentor Connect Office Hours | January- February 
Meet 1-on-1 with industry experts from technology, legal, marketing, and financial disciplines. 

Team Registration | Fri, Jan 22 – Tue, Feb 1 
Teams open their accounts and provide preliminary information. 

Screening Round | Sun, Feb 7, midnight 
Submit a 5-7 page business summary for the official entry into the HIC. Judges notify teams Yes/No by Feb 17. 

Pitch Workshop | Date & Location TBD 
Attendance is mandatory for all teams in the Seattle area. 

1-Page Business Summary Due | Sun, Feb 28, midnight 
Summaries sent to every judge before the day of the Challenge so they can decide which demos to visit. 

HEALTH INNOVATION CHALLENGE | Thu, Mar 3, 9:00am-5:00pm 
Teams set up demos/simulations in the morning and pitch to a room full of judges early afternoon. Reception 
follows. 
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